
HAWAI’I
OUR STORY.  OUR FUTURE.



OUR STORY

By the mid 19th century, the Hawaiian Kingdom 
was an independent, flourishing, literate and 

peaceful Christian nation conducting lively trade 
and discourse among the nations of the world.

1810
King Kamehameha the Great unifies the 
Hawaiian islands into one nation under his 
sovereign rule, establishing trade and 
diplomatic relations with the international 
community.

1840
Kamehameha III promulgates the 
Constitution for the Hawaiian Islands, 
transitioning the Kingdom from an absolute 
monarchy to a constitutional monarchy.

KING KAMEHAMEHA 
THE GREAT

HOW AN INDEPENDENT KINGDOM BECAME A U.S. STATE

Austria-Hungary 1875
Belgium 1862
Denmark 1846
France 1846 & 1857
Germany 1879
Great Britain 1836, 1846 & 1851
Italy 1863
Japan 1871 & 1886

Netherlands 1862

Portugal 1882

Russia 1869

Samoa 1887

Spain 1863

Sweden & Norway 1852

Swiss Confederation 1864

United States of America 1849, 1870, 1875, 1883 & 1884

INTERNATIONAL TREATIES

By the 1890s, the Hawaiian Kingdom had more 
than 130 diplomatic posts around the world.



1887
Dissident U.S. business interests force King 
Kalakaua to sign a new constitution, 
drastically reducing the power of the throne 
and denying many Hawaiians suffrage rights.

1893
The Hawaiian Kingdom is seized in a coup 
initiated by U.S. business interests, with the 
backing of fully armed U.S. troops. A failed 
attempt is made to annex Hawai‘i to the US.

U.S. President Grover Cleveland describes 
the armed overthrow as a shameful “act of 
war” against a friendly, sovereign nation. 
Cleveland and Queen Lili‘uokalani agree to 
terms to settle the matter, but the U.S. 
Congress fails to implement the settlement. PRESIDENT 

CLEVELAND
QUEEN 

LILI‘UOKALANI

1898
Under cover of the Spanish-American War, 
U.S. Congress passes a joint resolution to 
annex the Hawaiian Islands out of “military 
necessity”. The rogue,  self-declared Republic 
of Hawai‘i “cedes” the Islands to the U.S.

1900
The U.S. passes the Organic Act to set up 
governance of the “Territory of Hawai‘i”; 
claims Republic of Hawai‘i “lands” as U.S. 
lands; and converts Republic of Hawai‘i 
citizens and Hawaiians into U.S. citizens.

THE OVERTHROW

ANNEXATION FOR 
MILITARY NECESSITY

THE KU‘E PETITION 
AGAINST ANNEXATIONHUI ALOHA ‘ĀINA OPPOSITION TO ANNEXATION



U.S. STATEHOOD

1946
With the convening of the United Nations in the 
aftermath of World War II, Hawai‘i is added to a 
list of non-self-governing territories. The UN 
commits to facilitating self-determination & 
decolonization worldwide.

1959
The U.S. government conducts a flawed 
referendum claiming the people of Hawai‘i have 
self-determined to become a U.S. state. It is 
approved by the United Nations, effectively 
consigning Hawai’i to the U.S.

THE APOLOGY

United States Public Law 103-150, informally 
known as the Apology Resolution, is a Joint 
Resolution of the U.S. Congress adopted in 1993 
that "acknowledges that the overthrow of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii occurred with the active 
participation of agents and citizens of the United 
States and further acknowledges that the Native 
Hawaiian people never directly relinquished to 
the United States their claims to their inherent 
sovereignty as a people over their national lands, 
either through the Kingdom of Hawaii or through 
a plebiscite or referendum"PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON, 1993

Neither title to the lands nor governing authority of 
the Hawaiian Islands was ever lawfully conveyed or 

transferred from the Hawaiian Kingdom to the 
United States or to any other foreign governing entity.

UN Resolution 1469 was 
passed without due process.

- WIKIPEDIA

U.S. GOVERNMENT ADMITS HAWAI‘I NEVER RELINQUISHED

FLAWED PROCESS SUBVERTS THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE

The citizens of the Hawaiian Kingdom did 
NOT consent to becoming a U.S. state.

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/US_Public_Law_103-150
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overthrow_of_the_Kingdom_of_Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overthrow_of_the_Kingdom_of_Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizens_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizens_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Hawaiian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Hawaiian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hawaii


Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ‘Aina i ka Pono
THE LIFE OF THE LAND IS PERPETUATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS

1 9 70 s

Protect Kaho‘olawe and other resistance 
actions challenge the legitimacy of the State 
of Hawai‘i as well as the legal and political 
jurisdiction of the U.S. over the islands.

1 9 9 0 s

The U.S. “Apology Law” admits the unlawful 
seizure of the Hawaiian Kingdom 100 years 
prior, energizing the movement towards self-
determination and independence.

2 0 0 0 s

Numerous legal procedures and official 
complaints to the United Nations and other 
international bodies propel the inevitable 
case for Hawaiian sovereignty forward.

2 0 1 0 s

U.S. attempts to incorporate Native 
Hawaiians as an American tribal nation are 
halted by advocates for self-determination. 
The Mauna Kea protest galvanizes the 
Hawaiian sovereignty movement, focusing 
global attention on the plight of the islands.

THE MOVEMENT
A MULTI-GENERATIONAL QUEST FOR SELF-DETERMINATION



1 I N F O R M

Inform key leaders and stakeholders 
within your nation, region or other 
sphere of influence of the case for 
the Hawaiian Kingdom to be 
reinstated as an independent nation. 

2 I N V I T E

Invite representatives of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom to participate in 
regional and international forums, 
conferences, summits and meetings 
relevant to the future of the islands.

Why Hawai‘i should rejoin 
the Pacific Islands Family

CASE STUDY

We are calling on the international community to support the 
restoration of Hawai‘i as a sovereign, independent nation.

By the early 19th century, the Hawaiian 
Kingdom was formally recognized by the 
colonial powers of Europe as a sovereign, 
independent state under international law. 
This occurred at a time when the rest of the 
Pacific Island nations (except for Tonga) 
were under colonial rule. 

In 2023, the picture is flipped — most 
Pacific Nations are free, but Hawai‘i is 
under colonial rule in the guise of U.S. 
statehood. The UN decolonization process 
that assisted nearly all Pacific nations to 
become independent or autonomous was, in 
fact, hijacked by the U.S. to seize Hawai‘i 
against the will of the people.

The people of Hawai‘i have 
always been part of the Pacific 
Island family. We believe that, 
connected by historical roots 
and uniquely positioned as a 
geo-political, economic & 
cultural hub, Hawai‘i’s inclusion 
in official Pacific Islands affairs 
should be taken into immediate 
consideration.

A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION TO RESTORING THE NATION
OUR FUTURE



3 R E V I E W

Review the process that resulted in 
international recognition of the U.S. claim 
to Hawai‘i by urging supportive nations to 
call for an official review of UN Resolution 
1469 and its inaccurate reading of 
Hawai‘i’s self-determination.

4 R E N E W

Renew the functional autonomy of the 
Hawaiian islands by establishing food 
security, renewable energy, ensuring 
sufficient housing and economic 
opportunities, as well as developing  
robust self-governance capabilities.

1469
UN Resolution

#Review1469

The Hawaiian Kingdom is actively preparing 
for transitional and independent governance 
pending the international community’s 
acknowledgement of the islands’ sovereignty.

A Nation Reborn



Mahalo
T H A N K  YO U

LEARN MORE  |  CONTACT US  |  GET INVOLVED


